[Significance of total dose of IFN in the treatment of chronic hepatitis C].
Two hundred thirteen patients with chronic hepatitis C were treated with IFN for 4 to 52 weeks and complete response, in which ALT levels sustained within the normal value after more than 6 months following IFN treatment, was achieved in only 10% of the patients treated with less than 300 MU of IFN, whereas it was 42% in those treated with more than 500 MU, hence the total amount of IFN is important in the treatment of chronic hepatitis C. The duration of the treatment (4 to 52 weeks) made little difference in the response when more than 500 MU of IFN were administered.